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Goimcil  Offices, 

S TURMIIJS TLR  liE'  /TON  j 
Dorset, 

1st  Jane  1953, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members, 

Sturminster  Rural  District  Council, 


Lacties  &  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  subuiit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 

1952. 


The  report  is  prepared,  and.  will  be  circulated  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  (outside  London) 
Peculations  1935  &  1951, 

The  report  shov/s  that  the  health  of  the  district  during  the 
year  has  remained  cond  and  that  there  has  been  no  undue  incidence 
of  serious  infectious  disease, 

Elsewhere  in  the  report  I  refer  to  the  housiny  situation  in 
the  district,  but  at  this  point  I  should  like  to  express  the 
satisfaction  which  it  has  yiven  me  to  be  associated  with  a 
Council  which  has  solved  entirely  the  one  major  post  war  problem 
which  faced  every  local  district  council  in  191^5, 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Dean  and  Mr.  Hodson,  your  Sanitary 
Inspectors,  for  their  co-operation  and  help  durinp  the  jrear  and 
for  their  assistance  in  preparinr;  this  report  and  to  my  clerk, 

Miss.  P.  Goddard,  for  her  efficient  services  throuphout  the  year. 

May  I  also  acknowledpe  the  happy  co-operation  and  assistance 
I  always  obtain  froin  your  Clerk,  Mr.  Steptoe,  your  liousinc  Manager, 
Miss.  Bradley,  and  all  the  other  members  of  your  staff. 

Finally,  I  would  like  to  thank  you,  Ladies  d  Gentlemen, 
for  your  courtesy  and  consideration  throu^iiout  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 


Your  obedient  Servant 


f'Ctl  h 


Medical  Officer  of  health. 
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STUEMinSTli^  Rim.4L  DISTRICT  COUITGIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  QIL  TNLJ.ffi]lIGAL_  OFFICER  OR  IISALTIi 


A. Area  ™  45,364  acres. 

Rntcnblo  value  --  £45,679. 
production  of  a  penny  rate  -  £l80. 

Vital  statistics. 

population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate)  "  9.566 


G  0 vnpa  r a  t  i vo  f  ig  ur e  s 


LIVE  BIRTHS. 

Male 

Total  72 

I.egitimate  70 
Illegitimate  2 


Foifnle , 

74  “)Rate  per 
72  president 
2  )  =  15 . 5 


( a)  s  turuiinster 
1 , 000 
pop; 

17.1 


R . D . G . ( b )  England 
a  /ales. 

15.3 


STILLBIRTHS. 


Total 


5  Rate  per  1,000 

resident  pop; 

=  0.5 


0.5 


0 


.  3 


DEATHS. 


Total  64 


Deaths  in 
infants  under 
one  3^ear  6 


60  Rate  per  1,000 
resident  pop; 

=  13.6 

Infantile  deatii 
rate  per  1,000 
6  live  births 
=  41.0 


9 


2 


41.0 


11.3 


27.6 


Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  -  2 

Deaths  from  maternal  causes  -  Nil 


B .  P e r s o na  1  Ee a  1 1 Ii  Service s  in  the  district. 

The  Toerson^l  health  services,  including  the  Aaibulance  Service, 
continued  to  be  provided  bjr  the  Gountj;"  Council.  The  Public 
Health  Labor.^. t orj'-  Service  has  proved  in  all  respects  most  help¬ 
ful  and  satisfactory. 

C .  Environmental  Health  Services, 
sanitary  circumst'mees  of  tliw  district  - 

SANITARY  STAFF. 

Senior  sanitary  inspector  -  J. IT. Dean,  M.  S.  I.A.  ,G.R  .  S.  I. 
who  also  carries  out  duties  of  '/a.terworks  &  Seiverage  Engineer. 

Sanitary  Inspector  -  P.IIodson,  M.  S.  I. A .  ,A.  M. I .  S .E.  yM.R.  San.  I . 
This  officer  is  engaged  full  time  on  sanitary'’  duties. 

Clerical  Staff  -  one  whole  time  clerk. 


2.  ^'^'ATER  SUPILY. 


Tot'll  consumption  from  Council's  ov?n  sources 
Seciuc t  bulk  supplies  to  - 

Rorchustcr  R.'O.G.  1.  Brockli.itapton  2^431,000 

2.  Buckl.'ind  iTowton  2,943,000 

3,  OonsUiiurs  in 
Rorciiostor  R.D, 
sorvod  direct 
from  Sturtiiinstcr 
R.D.O's  ml in 


Sherborne  R.O.C. 


(ipprox)  ™  2,000,000 

liolv/ell  nnd 


Bishops  G 1  und  1  e  "^,^26  000 


Add  bulk  supply  from  'inc'uiton  R.lJ.G. 

Ret  District  Consumption 


146,804,000 


14,639,000 
•IF2',T65,000 
16,136,000 
TfS",  3or,'c5oG 


To til  wo  ter  if forded  by  metered  supplies 
Totnl  unmetered  water  supplied  (imiinly  domestic) 


55,789,000 

92,5T2,(?U0 


Aver.i;_  e  xjcr  head  per  day-;-  27  gallons  based  on 
Population  of  9,279  persons. 


Reliable  Yields.  The  Council's  own  sources  of  water  supply  iLre 
Trora  sprinps  "from  areensand  outcrops,  and  ictual  faupinys 
the  following  reliable  yields; - 


Gookvell,  Okeford  Pitzpaine 
Duntish,  Buckland  ITowton 
Ibberton 
Shillings tone 


It  was  possible  to  avoid 
during  1952,  chief Ijr  owiny  to 
Alton  Fancras. 


150,000  y.p.d. 
96,000  y.p.d. 
26,000  .p.d. 

2^,_000  y.p.d. 
Tot.il  -  '29"S~,'0'CO  y.p.d. 

restriction  of  w  .ter  supplies 
the  proyress  of  the  arorks  at 


"'iter  from  the  new  boreholes  wri.s  passed  into  the  Auckland 
Newton  reservoir  supplyiny  C-lanvilles  Chotton,  M'''Ppowdcr , 
Hazelbury  Bryan  ^nd  Pifehcad  Neville,  thereby  relieviny  the 
call  on  the  Council's  Gookwell  source  at  Okeford  pitzpaine. 

Tlmre  has  been  a  steady  incre'^se,  hov/ever,  in  consumption 
in  the  district,  and  also  in  the  bulk  supplies  afforded  to 
Dorchester  and  Sherborne  R.D.Gs. 

At  the  same  tinie,  there  havo  been  repeated  requests  from 
Vi/incanton  R.D.C.  to  reduce  consumption  (  vpprox  40,000  y.p.d.) 
in  the  bulk  sup-ply  from  the  -/incaiiton  mains  at  priors  Do'/n, 
all  of  which  create  severe  difficulties  in  the  fall  of  the 
year.  No  relief  can  be  obtained  from  these  probloias  until 
Alton  pancras  water  in  linked  with  the  cxistiny  a.nd  new 
Stalbridye  reservoirs,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  be 
possible  by  yuyust  1954. 

(b)  Quality. 


The  qu-'lity  of  all  th^  Council's  supplies  have  remained 
in  all  respects  satisfactory  tliroLpdiout  the  yeair,  Reyular 
monthly  samples  are  submitted  for  bacterioloyical  exaniination 
and  a  chemical  exaiaination  is  carried  out  each  year. 


paye  2. 


(c)  New  '/orks,  Tlio  followinf;;  now  works 
the  i'-oar  and  were  almost  completed" - 


wore  carried  out  during; 


(1)  New  9'',  4"  and  2"  v/ater  mains  at  Buckland  Newton  --  Kiuc 

Stap',  Sj'iillinp;stone  and  Hazelbury  Bryan.  ^ 

(2)  ?Tew  reservoir  at  Frith,  Stalbridcc. 

New  works  to  be  done. 

8”  main  Kina  Sta-  -  Stalbridre. 
l2\  5''  main  Lydlinch  Common  to  Sturminster  Nev/ton. 

(3)  Now  30,000  G’allon  reservoir  at  Fifehead  IVlapdalen, 
together  with  a  booster  station  near  Marnliull  Convent. 


The  above  works  are  urgently 
use  of  Alton  Fancras  water,  and  so 
that  occurs  duriny  the  fall  of  the 


required  in  order  to  make  nioru 
feed  the  deficiency  in  suppler 
JO  nr. 


^  Fistribut ion. 


i - 

1 

Council 

la  ins 

private 

..•la  ins. 

■/ells  etc.! 

FAEISH 

In 

Out 

public 

S  tand- 
pipes. 

in 

Out 

public 

St^nid- 

pipes. 

in 

Out  ■  i 

! 

i 

Child  Okeford 

124 

17 

4 

1 

13 

Fifehead  Maydalen 

26 

3 

~ 

4 

— 

— 

1 

13 

Fifehead  Neville 

34 

6 

i  ” 

— 

- 

... 

1 

Hazelbury  Bryan 

120 

18 

1 

1 

-- 

— 

1 

9 

lia  nf  0  r  d 

8 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

JTammo  on 

15 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Hinton  St,  Mary 

7 

- 

~ 

35 

14 

~ 

o 

Ibberton 

20 

5 

2 

1 

— 

4 

o 

hU 

Lydlinch 

58 

18  ■ 

- 

- 

-- 

1 

2 

Mansion 

34 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

- 

Ma  pp  ov/dc  r 

37 

- 

2 

- 

- 

1 

7 

Marnhull 

230 

22 

11 

5 

- 

— 

2 

31 

Okeford  Fitzpaine 

112 

4 

8 

7 

— 

_ 

~ 

— 

I’ulham 

32 

6 

4 

— 

— 

S talbridye 

270 

19 

18 

... 

“ 

5 

Shillinystone 

122 

6 

~ 

4 

4 

17 

Stoke  aake 

— 

— 

la 

a 

— 

— 

— 

Stourton  Caundle 

49 

10 

2 

— 

— 

1 

7 

Sturminster  hewton380 

15 

5 

— 

1 

3 

'■J  0  0 1  la  nd 

— 

— 

— 

16 

3 

1 

— 

7 

■'/ootton  GlanviEes 

36 

3 

- 

13 

- 

~ 

- 

n  j 

i 

TOTAL 

Council  Houses 

1714 

1003 

153 

60 

104 

21 

5 

16 

1,22  1 
j 

TOTAL 

1 

2717 

153 

60 

104 

21 

5 

16 

loo 

J-  ^ 

DRAINAC-E  and  5h'7BRACrh. 

I'Tev(T_v/orJ^s.  Duriny  1932,  work  was  completed  on  the  itirnliull 
No.  2  scheme  which  involved  2  sewers  and  pumpiny  station  at 
Sodom  Lane.  The  scheme  is  now  in  operation. 

Substantial  progress  was  made  on  the  sewers  in  Child 
Okeford  (contract  No.  5)  following  completion  of  Bowors  for  part 
of  Child  Okeford  in  contract  No,  4. 

The  Mappowder  scheme  was  completed. 

Fifty- tv/o  seweraye  connections  were  made  duriny  the  year 
and  16  conversions  of  earth  closets  to  '/.G.s  v/ere  carried  out. 

Existiny  'lorks.  Maintenance  at  the  simill  works  at  M-irnliull, 
Manston7  S’^burfon  c'aundle ,  Hazelbury  Bryan,  Fulham  and  G-lanvilles 
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Vootton  is  carried,  out  by  a  ’plying  Squad’  which  also  carries 
out  work  with  the  Council's  cesspool  emptior. 

The  works  at  Stalbridpe  and  Shillinp'stonc  have  full  time 
maintenance  and  arc  satisfactorily  maintained. 

Approved  Schemes.  The  following  schemes  ha.ve  been  approved 
by  the  Ministry 5  but  have  not  yet  been  commenced’ - 

(a)  Marnhull  and  Hinton  St.  Mary  -  remaininc  part  of 
parishes  “  and  extension  of  sev/age  disposal  works. 

r  b^  Sturminster  Newton  -  sev/erage  and  sewage  disposal  works, 

(c)  Hazelbury  Bryan  -  remaining  part  of  parish  and  extension 
of  sewage  disposal  works. 

(d)  l.ydlinch  -  sewering  part  of  parish  and  provision  of 
sewage  disposal  works. 

(e)  G-lanvilles  g^ootton  -  sewering  remainder  of  built  up  area, 
4.  PUBLIC  GLEANS  Ilia. 

(a)  House  Refuse.  Controlled  tipping  of  refuse  commenced 
during  the  57-0 a r  at  the  new  refuse  tip  at  Pifehead  Neville  Common, 

A  tractor  with  mechanical  bucket  and  hydraulic  lift  was 
purchased  during  the  year  to  assist  Y/ith  the  control  of  the  tip 
and  the  covering  of  the  surface  with  earth, 

A  small  amount  of  tipping  of  refuse  still  takes  place  at 
the  Copse  House  Quarry,  Stalbridge,  This  is  uncontrolled  and 
should  be  abandoned. 

( b)  salvage.  The  following  mat-erials  were  salvaged  and 
sold  during  the  year t - 

v/cight.  Value. 


t. 

c. 

q. 

lbs. 

n 

S. 

cl. 

’■?aste  paper 

11. 

17. 

3. 

0. 

159. 

8, 

0. 

Newspaper 

11. 

0. 

0. 

12. 

2. 

0. 

Books 

11. 

0. 

0. 

9. 

12. 

6. 

Rags 

19. 

0. 

3. 

19. 

2. 

6. 

Bagging 

1. 

2. 

22. 

11. 

11. 

Mixed  Metal 

6. 

2. 

6. 

19. 

11. 

1. 

String 

2. 

3. 

6. 

14. 

1. 

carpet 

2. 

2, 

0. 

12. 

6. 

Bones 

4. 

1. 

23. 

2. 

19. 

8. 

14. 

16. 

3. 

4. 

£224. 

14. 

3d 

There  was  considerable  difficulty  caused  during  the  year  due 
to  the  collapse  of  the  waste  paper  market  and  although  as  much 
paper  v/as  stored  as  possible,  there  is  still  difficuity  in 
disposal  and  a  good  deal  of  this  material  has  had  to  be  burnt, 

A  scrap  iron  week  campaign  was  held  during  the  year,  but 
the  results  were  very  poor  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  district 
had  been  ’combed'  by  small  dealers  who  v/ere  quite  active  in 
consideration  of  the  profits  obtainable. 

(c)  Cesspool  Emptying,  The  cesspool  emptying  service 
operated  under  Section 'V 4  of  the  p.H.A.  1936  has  been  valuable 
during  the  year  and  has  almost  completely  eliminated  cesspool 
nuisances. 

This  cesspool  emptier  is  also  used  in  connection  with  the 
maintenance  of  small  sevrage  disposal  works  in  small  villages 
and  on  housing  estates  and  also  operates  at  the  request  of 
adjoining  pural  District  councils. 

No  of  cesspools  emptied  during  the  year  -  657. 

5.  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS  POLT.UTION. 

Pollution  of  the  River  Stour  from  the  untreated  sewage  and 
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milk  factory  effluent  at  Stunninster  Newton  continues.  The 
proposed  scheme  for  the  provision  of  treatment  works  will 
eliminate  this  pollution. 

Minor  de^'rees  of  stream  pollution  take  place  in  those  parishes 
not  yet  provided  with  adequate  sewerage  schemes. 


6.  SHOPS  ACTS. 


No.  of  inspections  carried  out _ ^ 

No,  of  defects  found  ? 
No.  of  notices  serveH  5 
No.  of  notices  complied  with  2 


7.  FACTORIES  ACT  1957. 

No.  of  premises  Inspections, 
oh  register. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  &  6  are  to  be  enforced 

by  i.ocal  Authories.  16  20 


Written 

Notices. 


5 


Tii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  section  7  is 

enforced  bjr  the  Local  Authority  28  28  2 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 

outworkers'  premises)  23  36  5 


Total  -  67 


84  12 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  - 
Found.  Remedied". 


V/ant  of  cleanliness  6 

sanitary  Conveniences  - 

(a)  Insufficient  4 

(  b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  2 


5 

3 


12 


10 


No.  of  outworkers  =  47, 

8.  SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

No  action  was  called  for  or  taken  during  the  year. 


9.  S^'/IlVS'gNCT  BATHS. 

There  are  no  swimming  baths  in  the  district  to  which  the 
public  have  access, 

10.  MOVABLE  DV/ELLINGS  AND  CAMPINCt  SITES. 

No  camping;  sites  wore  licensed,  but  eight  licences  wore 
granted  permitting  individual  caravans  to  be  stationed  on 
specified  sites. 

11.  VERMINOUS  PREi'.HSES. 


The  following  infestations  have  been  dealt  with  during  the 
year;- 

Ant s.  Cockroaches.  Fleas.  Furniture 

Booties. 


1 


11 


1 


The  method  used  in  connection  with  these  infestations  and 
which  has  proved  satisfactory  has  been  the  use  of  Pybruthrin  Powder. 


12.  PREVEITTION  OF  DAMGE  BY  PESTS. 


The  North  Dorset  Joint  Rodent  Cornuiittee  of  which  Sturminstcr 
Rural  District  Council  is  one  of  the  six  constituent  authorities, 
continued  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage 
by  posts  Act  1949. 

The  Rodent  Officer  and  his  staff  of  two  operatives  arc 
available  for  the  treatment  of  infestations  and  the  organisation 
has  worked  smoothly  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  inspections  carried  out  by  the  district  Council 
totalled  121  and  the  number  of  treatments  carried  out  by  the  Joint 
Committee  were  260.  Infestations  at  the  Council's  Sewage  disposal 
works  were  successfully  treated  with  a  warfarin  base  poison. 

RAC-  FLOCK  &  OTHER  PILLING  MTSRIALS  ACT  1951. 

No,  of  registered  premises  (if  any) _ 

No,  of  licensed  premises  (if  any) _ _ 

No,  of  inspections  carried  out  in  respecR 
to  such  premises _ _ 


14.  SCHOOLS  (INCLUDING  SCHOOL  CANTEENS). 

Inspection  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  schools  and 
school  canteens  in  the  area  was  carried  out.  'Jith  the  provision 
of  village  sewerage  schemes,  more  satisfactory  conservancy 
arrangements  have  been  provided  in  a  number  of  schools.  The 
antiquated  latrines  at  the  Manston  primary  School  remain  un¬ 
satisfactory  and  unhygienic  and  attention  should  be  given  to 
this  matter  at  an  early  date, 

15.  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS  1948  &  1951  -  Section  47. 

No  action  was  called  for  or  taken  during  the  ^/-car  under 
these  Acts  for  the  compulsor^^  removal  of  persons  requiring 
institutional  or  hospital  care, 

16.  HOUSING. 

Inspection  of  ^welling  Jiouses  dipring  the  year  - 

Total  No,  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  during  the  year _ 502 

No.  of  inspections  made _ _  _  _  __ 

No,  of  inforiTial  notices  'sc~fved___ _  ^  5E 

No.  of  informal  notices  complied  with  _ -  — • ---  34 

No.  of  statutory  notices  served  __  T  IH 

No,  of  statutory  notices  complied* Vrth’  lU""  * _  YO 

No.  of  houses  reported  under  Section  11 

of  the  Housing  Act  1936  _  _  _  _  _ _  _ 

Action  taken  by  the  local  uThor Tt y~ in  rcs’pe'ct 
of  such  houses  - 

Demolition  orders  made  _  _ 

Undertakings  accepted  for  - 

i)  Closure _ _ Nil 

ii)  Reconditioning] _ 9 

The  representation  of  houses  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing 
Act  1936  often  creates  the  impression  that  the  Sanitary  Officers 
arc  anxious  to  secure  the  demolition  of  unfit  property  when,  in 
fact,  the  opposite  result  is  reached  as  these  figures  demonstrate. 
Instead  of  10  houses,  no  longer  fit  for  human  iiabitation,  being 
used,  one  only  yms  demolished  and  the  remaining  9  were  re¬ 
conditioned  and  made  fit  for  use. 

Most  of  the  'unfit'  property  in  the  district  is  occupied  by 
old  people  (many  ov/ner  occupiers)  who  arc  content  with  the 
conditions  under  vidiich  they  arc  living  and  in  respect  to  whom 
hardship  would  be  caused  by  any  action  being  taken  to  deal  with 


12 

1 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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such  property,  ho  action  has,  therefore ^  been  initiated  in 
respect  to  such  property  until  it  has  become  vacated  and  the 
property  has  become  potential  homes  for  younp;  families. 

Overcrowding, 


Fo.  of  cases  of  'statutory'  overcrowding  found 
and  reported  to  Local  Author! tjr  1 

Fo.  of  cases  of  over-crowding  abaTe^  ~  ~  ’  I 

particulars  of  an;^r  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement 
of  overcrowding _  Fil 


No.  of  Houses  in  the  District, 

No.  of  houses  o¥med  by  the  Council 

1,003 

No,  of  houses  privately  owned 

cS’g 

Total 

3,232 

Rural  Housing  Survey. 

No.  inspected  (with  classification) 

Preliminar 

'y.  Detailed. 

category  1 

1048 

53 

"  2 

707 

483 

"  3 

303 

312 

"  4 

171 

322 

2229 

1170 

Requisitioned  Premises  etc. 

Fo,  of  houses  hold  under  requisition  at  end  of  year  15 

No,  of  houses  on  which  Demolition  Orders  or  Glosing"^  O’rders 
had  been  made,  occupied  under  licence  at  end  of  year  _ 4 

Provi sio n  of  new  hou ses  and  re -ho using , 

Fo,  of  houses  provided  by  the  local  authority  - 

Temporary 
"  ]■  fe'f'aBl 

a)  During  1952 

b)  Post-war  55 

Total  No,  of  families  re-housed  during  the  year_ _ _  245 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  vi/ere  110  applicants  for  Council 
houses  compared  with  120  at  the  end  of  1951  and  180  at  the  end 
of  1950, 

During  the  year  18  recofixnendations  for  the  granting  of 
priority  on  medical  grounds  in  connection  with  their  application 
for  a  Council  house  were  made  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
in  respect  of  the  conditions  under  vdiich  19  axoplicants  were 
living,  follovfing  inspections  carried  out  by  him, 

Ij0Drojv^jito^t__  Gran_ts  -  Housing  Acts  1949  &  1952. 

Fo  applications  for  Improvement  grants  under  the  above 
mentioned  Acts  were  received  during  the  year. 

Forty-five  houses,  hov/ever,  were  improved  b^^  addition  of 
amenities  such  as  bathrooms,  sinks,  and  drainage  facilities  and 
four  were  completely  reconditioned  without  resort  to  formal  action. 

New  sanitary  conveniences  v/ere  provided  at  four  public 
houses  and  one  at  the  milk  factory. 


Swedish 

Traditional 

Other. 

Timber. 

Type. 

104 

— 

20 

626 

22 
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Gfenoral  Remarks. 


I  consider  that  the  time  has  come  when  it  can  be  fairly 
stated  that  you  have  no  serious  housing  problem  remaining  in 
your  district.  This  is  reflected  in  the  diminishing  number  of 
cases  which  I  am  asked  to  visit  and  investigate  the  circumstances 
of  applicants  in  order  to  assess  their  relative  housing  needs 
on  medical  grounds  and  the  higher  standard  of  accommodation 
alreadj^  occupied  by  those  applicants.  It  is  also  reflected  in 
the  attitude  adopted  by  an  increasing  number  of  applicants  who 
no  longer  eagerls?-  accept  the  house  offered  to  them  but  who  are 
only  prepared  to  accept  a  house  of  a  particular  type  or  par¬ 
ticularly  sited. 

A  steady  demand  for  houses  continues  to  come  froui  newly 
married  couples.  It  can  no  longer  be  said,  however j  that  the 
Council  houses  arc  their  only  hope  of  a  home  of  their  own  for 
more  old  property  is  now  coming  into  the  open  market  and 
increasing  facilities  exist  to  bring  old  property  up  to  a 
modern  standard  of  amenity  with  financial  assistance  available. 
Newly  married  couples  might  well  consider  whether  it  would  not 
be  to  their  advantage,  financially  or  otherwise,  to  seek  by  this 
means  to  make  a  home  of  their  own  rather  than  to  roly  on  the 
Council  to  provide  one. 

The  Council  has  recognised  that  many  people  already  owning 
a  house  of  their  own  may  be  in  housing;  need  for  the  tjrpe  of 
accommodation  provided  bj''  the  Council,  An  example  of  this  is 
elderly  people  ?/ho  are  no  longer  capable  of  managing  their 
large  house  and  garden  but  who  require  the  limited  accoraiaodat ion 
provided  in  the  Council's  old  peoples'  bungalows  and  flats.  In 
order  that  the  needs  of  such  applicants  can  be  satisfied  and, 
at  the  same  time,  the  accominodation  vacated  can  be  ma.de  available 
to  assist  in  meeting  the  housing  needs  of  the  district,  the 
Council  requires  such  applicants  to  allow  the  Council  to  acquire 
the  property  vacated. 

The  problem  of  Evicted  Families, 


Even  v^hen  a  Housing  Authority  has  mot  the  housing  needs  in 
its  district  one  problem  remains  and  that  is  the  tenant  who 
persistently  fails  to  pay  his  rent.  Sometimes  this  may  be 
because  the  rent  is  a  too  high  a  proportion  of  the  tenant's 
income,  but  more  often  it  is  duo  to  misiiianagemcnt  of  the  family 
resources.  No  Housing  Authority  can  afford  to  allow  its  houses 
to  be  occupied  b3^  tenants  vdio  persistently!"  fail  to  pay?-  the  rent 
and  eviction  must  follov/, 

unfortunately,  only  too  often  in  such  cases,  the  children 
of  the  evicted  tenant  are  likely  to  be  the  greatest  sufferers, 
for  the  onlyr  accommodation  available  for  such  families  are 
vacant  cottages  so  unfit  for  habitation  that  no  other  tenant  will 
live  in  them. 

If  the  National  Assistance  Board  could  payr  directlyr  to  the 
Housing  Authority  any  pay/^ments  made  in  respect  to  a  tenant's 
rent  and,  if  a  Housing  Authority  could  claim  a  tenant's  rent 
direct  from  the  tenant's  employer  as  a  deduction  from  his  wages, 
many  eviction  cases  would  bo  avoided. 

It  is  suggested  that,  for  the  temporary  accommodation  of 
evicted  families  until  such  time  as  moans  could  be  found  to 
ensure  the  regular  payment  of  a  higher  rent  or  as  permanent 
accommodation  for  those  tenants  unable  or  unwilling  to  accept 
better  accommodation,  a  Housing  Authority  might  well  have  a 
pool  of  low  standard  houses  vdiich  could  be  let  at  a  lov/ 
economic  rent. 

This  accommodation  could  cither  be  new  buildings  of  austere 
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design  or  old  property  of  sound  structure  provided  with  the 
miniinuiu  sanitary?-  facilities  coinpatible  with  fitness  for  huraan 
habitation. 

By  the  selective  use  of  such  property  some  eviction  cases 
mi^ht  ¥/ell  be  avoided. 

inSFECTIOW  AND  SITTERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES. 

Milk. 


Food  d  Prucs  (Milk  &  Dairies)  Act  1944. 

Fo.  of  'dealers'  roB'istered  on  the  1st  October  1949  by 
the  District  Council  under  regulation  14  of  the  Milk 
(Special  Designations)(Rav/  Milk)  Regulation  1949 _ 3 

Fo,  of  'dealers'  licensed  under  regulation  14  of  the 
Milk  (Special  Designations) (pasteurised  and  Sterilised 
Milk)  Regulations  1949 _ 3 

Fo.  of  'dairies'  in  the  district  registered 
under  re;:,ulation  8  of  the  Milk  &  Dairies 

Regul  ■'.tions  1949  _ 6 

Fo.  of  'distributors'  reg.istered  under  regulation 
8  of  the  Milk  &  Dairies  Regulations  1949 _ 8 


Samples. 


Fo.  of  samples  of  milk  taken  and  submitted  for  examination 
during  the  year^- 


passed.  Failed.  Total, 


Tuberculin  Tested 

21 

1 

22 

Accredited 

5 

- 

5 

pasteurised 

75 

O 

77 

Non-de  signated 

39 

8 

47 

Milk  &  Dairies  Regulations  1949  -  Regulation  30. 

Fo  action  was  called  for  or  taken  during  the  year. 
Other  Food  premises. 


No.  of  promises  in  the  district  subject  to  Section 

13  of  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act  1938 

103 

No.  being 

restaurant  kitchens 

4 

hotel  kitchens 

24 

food  factories 

12 

No.  of  inspections 

-  restaurant  kitchens 

11 

hotel  kitchens 

16 

food  factories 

16 

No.  of  premises  in 
tion  under  Section 

the  district  subject  to  registra- 
14  of  the  Food  d  Drugs  Act  1938 

43 

No,  of  such  premises  registered  in  respect  to  - 

(a)  ice-cream _ _  31 

(b)  Sausages  anb.  prepared  meats  10 

No.  of  premises  inspected  during  the  year _  _  61 

No.  of  samples  of  ice-cream  taken  and  submi tted~"f or  liethylene 
Blue  Test  56 


Results;-  Grade  1,  44. 

2.  7. 

"  3.  4. 

”  4.  1. 

No,  of  inspections  of  food  stalls _  _  _______ 
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Food  Inspection 


( )  Sl'OiiClitorliouses .  I'T i  1 . 

(  b)  Butchers  and  otligr  shops*  Quantities  condcriincd: - 


liaiTi  and  pork 
Homo  killed  beef 
Offal 


24  lbs.  2  ozs. 
219  lbs,  3  ozs. 
8  lbs.  2  ozs. 


Other  Pood  -  ■■uantities  condemned » - 

Tins  and  ;1ars  of  food  -  287  lbs. 
18.  INFkCTIOUS  DI8EASE. 

Ho,  of  investigations  carried  out_^ _ 

No.  of  disinfections  carried  out 


VTil 

llTI 


19 .  SIIMIvHiRY  OF  SANITARY  INS^  EGTIONS  GANRIEh  OUT. 

Total  No,  of  inspections  (under  all  headinBs)_ 
Total  No.  of  Informal  notices  served 


Total  No.  of  informal  notices  complied  with _ 

Total  No.  of  Statutory  notices  served 

Total  No.  of  Statutory  notices  c omp  1  i c'cr~v7T'th_2 

No.  of  prosecutions 


2004 
75 
~  Tg 
3 

Nil 


D • NOTIFIABLh  DIShASE  ( OTHIJ?  THAN  TUBFR GUL OS I S ) . 
Incidence  ~ 


Disease , 

■/ho opine  Couch 
scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 

Measles 

Foliomyelitis 


Tuberculosis. 


New  Oases  Notified , 

Re spir.iTory.  Non-Re spiratory. 


Total__Oases  Notified. 

38 

12 

1  (Diacnosis  not 
Confirmed) 

57 

1 


Deaths. 

Re  spiratory.  Non-Rcspiratory. 


7  4  2 

Pood  Poisoninc. 


No  cases  of  suspected  food  poisoninc  were  notified  durinc 
the  year. 


PROTECTIVE  INN0GUI,ATI ON . 

The  value  of  protective  innoculation  acainst  Diphtheria 
has  proved  itself  to  such  an  extent  that,  except  in  the  larcest 
centres  of  population,  Diphtheria  is  virtually  unknown.  This 
satisf  1C torj?'  position  can  only  be  maintained  providinc  at  least 
75';5  of  the  babies  born  arc  i’uimunised  acainst  Diphtheria.  The 
response  to  iinnunisation  in  the  district  does  not  achieve  this 
fiC'ure  which,  to  some  extent,  is  probably  due  to  the  fact  that 
a  cGneration  of  parents  to  whom  Diphtheria  is  only  a  name 
cannot  be  expected  to  respond  to  appeals  to  have  their  children 
irniiiunised  as  parents  did  ten  years  aro. 

Increasinc  demands  come  from  parents,  fully  aware  of  the 
distress  and  sufferinc  occasioned  by  an  attack  of  ./hoopinc  Cough, 
for  their  offspring  to  have  protective  innoculation  against  this 
disease. 


It  is  suggGStud.  that  tho  results  so  far  achieved  in 
connection  with  the  protection  of  children  acainst  the  worst 
effects  of  '7ho oping  Cough  hy  prophylactic  innoculation  justifie 
immunisation  against  this  disease  being  adopted  to  the  same 
extent  as  that  against  Diphtheria. 

If  iranunisation  against  diooping  Gough  was  combined  with 
immunisation  .against  Diphtheria  (which  has  been  shown  to  be 
possible)  then  it  is  sUi-.gosted  that  not  only  will  benefits  be 
obtained  in  respect  to  '/hooping  Gough,  but  also  that  the  level 
of  iminuni  sat  ions  against  Diphtheria  would  be  maintained  at 
a  higher  level  than  can  otherwise ‘ reasonably  be  expected. 


NOhL  P.  PEAR SON 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 


